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Auctioneer Mike Niedens and Emcee Scott Donovan will 
keep us all informed and entertained. 
 
As our biggest fundraiser of the year, the Gala is  crucial to 
the children and adults we serve. It helps supplement the 
cost of direct services such as early education, independ-
ent living and employment opportunities. 
  
Donors can be assured their contributions will directly ben-
efit their neighbors in central Kansas. 
 
A reservation at the Gala is $100. For more information, 
contact Connie Oetken by calling 620-792-1325. 
 
Dialing For Dollar$ 
 
When Sunflower representatives made phone calls and 
sent texts during our sixth-annual Dialing for Dollar$, the 
community’s support for our Invest in Kids Club came 
through loud and clear. 

 
We raised almost $19,000 for infants 
and toddlers at our Early Education 
Center (EEC) and Incredible Years 
Preschool. 
 
The willingness of central Kansans to 
support children with disabilities and 
delays is so gratifying. They know the 
importance of early intervention for 
children ages birth to 3, along with 
our exceptional preschool program. 
 
Our professional teachers and thera-
pists make life-changing differences 
for children and their families every 
day. Since they can help alleviate or 
overcome developmental delays,  
children may not need expensive 
special education later. 
 
Members of Sunflower’s Board of 
Directors and its Foundation Board of 
Trustees, along with staff, made calls 

during the event. We also are thankful to Nex-Tech      
Wireless, which helped sponsor the event. 
 
We are so grateful for the generous donations of all donors 
during our Dialing for Dollar$ campaign and all of 2019. It 
is through this generosity that we are able to continue to 
serve so many children and families in our Sunflower EEC 
programs and preschool. 

15th Annual Charity Gala 
 
The plans for our 15

th
 annual Charity Gala are coming  

together nicely and some great items have already been 
donated to the silent and live auctions. But as you      
probably are aware, we can always use more donations 
and sponsorships. 
 
The Gala social hour begins at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
29 at the Great Bend Events Center, 3111 10

th
, followed 

by a catered meal from Ellsworth Steak House. There will 
be an open bar and wine available for every table. 
 
One of the big auction items is a brand-new Hustler    
Raptor SD riding lawnmower with an Aluma trailer from 
Pro-Green in Great Bend. The Raptor retails for $4,249, 
while the trailer is valued at $2,410. 
 
 
 
 

Our theme this year is Spring Fever and this wonderful 
Pro-Green donation from Brian Mitchell fits in nicely. We 
hope for a great turnout and flurry of bidding on all our 
items. 
 

Brian Mitchell, Pro-Green owner, presents a Hustler riding  
lawnmower to Connie Oetken, our director of development.   

The mower and a trailer will be featured at the  
Charity Gala live auction. 

WE ARE OPEN! 
 

The UPS Store 
Westside Market 

Beautiful Minds Art Studio 
5523 10th St. ~ Great Bend, KS 

620-796-5324             620-796-5326 



Personal Accomplishments—Cesar 
 
When Cesar began receiving services at Sunflower Early 
Education Center (EEC) in April of last year, he had just 
turned 2 years old and wasn’t saying any words. He also 
wasn’t responding to his name or pointing to objects in 
books. 
 
Cesar’s parents were given simple, research-based     
language-development strategies based on the early   
intervention parent-coaching model that we use. They  
implemented these strategies in their daily routines,    
helping Cesar to begin using words to interact and      
communicate his wants and needs. 
 
Now, Cesar uses  
multiple short phrases,  
which drastically  
decreased his tantrums 
 and his parents’  
frustration levels.  
He also started  
responding to his  
name and labeling 
different animals  
in a book. His  
parents are very  
excited and thankful  
for the services  
we provide through 
Sunflower’s tiny-k  
program. 
 
Cesar’s mom,  
Rebeca, credits  
Kylie Moritz,  
EEC speech-language 
pathologist, for much  
of this success. “Kylie   
suggested ways to  
communicate with  
Cesar,” his mom said. “Since we started Sunflower      
services, Cesar went from not saying any words to speak-
ing in three- to five-word sentences. He also went from 
covering his ears when his sister cried to saying ‘sissy 
cry.’ 
 
“Cesar now sits on the floor with me to engage in         
activities. Before Kylie came, he just wanted to run 
around; he had too much energy to sit still with me.” 

 
KFC Fundraiser 
 
We are grateful to KFC for helping us raise $220 during a 
first-time fundraiser last November. 
 
Twenty percent of qualifying orders (of $10 or more) was 
donated to benefit the people we serve. KFC Manager 
Dave Storjohann and his crew should be commended for 
helping us arrange this special event. 
 
Our local business community is so important to the      
children and adults who count on our services. Any      
business interested in sponsoring a fundraiser is          
encouraged to contact Connie Oetken, 620-792-1325. 
 

 
 

Personal Accomplishments—Leeann 
 
Leeann Fringer has been with us at Sunflower for just a 
short time but is becoming more independent each day. 
 
Her days are filled with rewarding jobs and hobbies, and a 
desire to make even further strides in her employment 
and leisure time. 
 
Leeann, a transitioning student, works at Holiday Inn   
Express in the mornings and then reports to our manufac-
turing plant in the afternoons. 
 
When she isn’t on the job Leeann loves to read, and pitch 
in with meal planning and cooking for her peers in one of 
our two group homes. One of her main goals is living 
more independently as soon as she is ready. 
 
Leeann also is active in her church with the support of a 
guardian. 
 
It was just last June when Leeann began receiving      
services from staff that support her in all her endeavors. A 
career goal is becoming a phlebotomist someday. 
 
The Sunflower professionals who support Leeann have a 
feeling that her outgoing nature and inner spirit will take 
her far. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Featured Employee—Becky 
 
When Becky Littrell came to Sunflower about six months 
ago, she wasn’t completely new to our agency. She 
worked here in 2014-15 as a scheduler and residential 
facilitator. 
 
Becky arrived for the second time last summer and is now 
operations assistant in the residential office. She has   
already excelled to the point of being named featured  
employee of the quarter. 
 
“I assist the office with scheduling, planning activities,  
paperwork, grocery orders for clients – pretty much       
anything the office needs,” Becky said. “After five years of 

Leeann Fringer takes a moment away from making welcome  
mats to smiling for the camera. 

Cesar enjoys a pony ride with the  
support of his dad, who also  

is named Cesar. 



Community Involvement 
 
Our staff and clients are continuing to become involved in 
more community events as our way of thanking Sunflower 
supporters in our five-county service area. 
 
Recent events we have attended include: Zoo Boo, Trail 
of Lights, Larned Theater Night; and Chamber of        
Commerce Coffees in Hoisington and Ellinwood. 
 
And for the third consecutive year, we teamed up with the 
hospital to display the Adult Community Angel Tree.  
Adult clients benefited 
from the generosity of 
those who selected a  
tag and bought a gift.  
We are grateful to The 
University of Kansas 
Health System Great 
Bend Campus for  
showcasing the tree  
in its lobby. 
 
We already have quite  
a few events on the 
schedule for upcoming 
months. The people we 
serve thoroughly enjoy 
each community activity 
and we always take the           
opportunity to spread 
Sunflower’s message of              
independence. 
 

 
Personal Accomplishments—Scott 
 
Scott Wilson has trusted in the support of Sunflower’s staff 
for 17 years and it appears this trust has been well placed. 
He continues to lead a rewarding and productive life at 
work and home. 

 

Scott’s primary job is 
at our manufacturing 
plant where he prides 
himself on being an 
expert pallet maker. 
He also pitches in at 
our recycling  
operation and  
anywhere else that 
needs a  
helping hand. 
 
At home,  
Scott is living  
independently with 
his girlfriend who 
helps him care for 
their two dogs. One 
of his favorite leisure-
time activities is  
watching NASCAR on 
television. 
 

All these aspects of Scott’s life add up to an independent 
lifestyle, with a nice balance of work and some down time. 
This is what it is all about at Sunflower. 

staying at home with my son and working a few other 
places, I am so happy to be back. 
 
“I love our clients and the fact that the goal here is to  
support them as individuals. We do all we can to help 
them live healthy and productive lives in the community.” 
 
Becky emphasized the personal rewards that come with 
a job at Sunflower. “It is so rewarding to see the smiles 
on clients’ faces as they enjoy as much independence as 
possible. Knowing that clients trust you is probably the 
most rewarding feeling of all.” 
 
Amanda Urban, director of adult services, said “Becky 
has stepped into a fast-paced environment with her    
running shoes on. She has a keen eye and ideas for 
growth. Becky has developed good relationships with the 
people we serve and is a trusted staff member.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Did You Know? 
 
This is a new addition to our quarterly newsletter. Brandy 
Loomis, RN, director of medical services, offers some 
facts and figures that we think will impress you. 
 
*Wellness monitoring is provided to 45 clients every other 
month. 
 
*On average, between 18,000 and 20,000 medications 
are distributed to clients each month. 
 
*We provide support to individuals at 80-100 health  
appointments each month. 
 
*The Barton County Health Department teamed up with 
us for a flu-shot clinic in October; about 50 people were 
vaccinated. 
 
*We set up pill minders for 8 individuals and deliver them 
weekly. 
 
*Medications and supporting paperwork are delivered 
monthly to 16 sites and 45 individuals. 

Scott Wilson pitches in for  
Sunflower’s recycling operation. 

Becky Littrell named featured employee of the quarter. 

The Adult Community Angel Tree was 
displayed at The University of Kansas 
Health System Great Bend Campus. 



Preschool at Brookdale 
 
The Crackerjack Class at our Incredible Years Preschool 
paid a Halloween visit to Brookdale, a long-term-care    
residence in Great Bend. And everyone involved is glad 
they did. 
 
The children wore costumes, sang a few Halloween-
related songs, and teamed up with Brookdale residents to 
color a haunted house. 
 
The interaction was something to behold. Even some of 
our shy students sat on residents’ laps while they worked 
on their projects. Before we had to say our good-byes, the 
children mingled with the residents and there were smiles 
all around. 
 
We want to pay more visits in the New Year because 
these outings benefit our children and the older            
generation. They so enjoy their time together. 
 
 

Interhab Board 
 
Jon Prescott is expanding his 
advocacy for people with  
special needs by serving on 
the InterHab Board of        
Directors. InterHab is the  
organization that advocates 
for clients at Sunflower and 
other similar entities across    
Kansas. 
 
“This is a great opportunity  
to benefit staff working in 
agencies such as ours 
throughout the state,” our          
executive director said. “It  
also broadens my advocacy 
efforts for clients across  
Kansas. This privilege allows 
me to give Sunflower and all agencies a stronger voice.” 
 
Jon’s goal is to share concerns with lawmakers and     
department heads that collaborate with agencies that    
support people with disabilities. 
 
“I want them to learn more about staff and clients at    
Sunflower and elsewhere,” Jon said. “If they can better 
understand how we touch the lives of clients, they will  
realize we cannot do our jobs if they cut budgets. 
“We’ll do all we can to prevent budget cuts and explain 
why increases should be considered. Staff members   
directly affect the lives of clients and should be           
compensated at a professional level.” 
 
Turnover is always an issue because of the need to pay 
better wages. 
 
Matt Fletcher, InterHab executive director, said “Jon’s  
extensive business experience and skills will be of great 
benefit to our association as we enter our 51

st
 year. He 

shares our passion for improving the lives of Kansans 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. He will 
help us advance our mission in 2020 and beyond.” 

Jon Prescott, Sunflower  
executive director, takes seat on 

Interhab Board of Directors. 

Jayden, an Incredible Years Preschool student, interacts with a 
Brookdale resident. 

Jan 8— SDS radio show airs on KVGB 1590 AM and 97.7 FM 
 

Jan 30— SDS providing food and serving a meal for the Core Community Group 
 

Feb 12— SDS radio show airs on KVGB 1590 AM and 97.7 FM 
 

Feb 15— Larned State Theatre Night 
 

Feb 29— 15th annual Charity Gala; theme is Spring Fever 
 

Mar 11— SDS radio show airs on KVGB 1590 AM and 97.7 FM 
 

Mar 14— SDS participating in the Rush Center St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
 

Mar 21— SDS sponsoring a booth at the Eagle Radio Home Show 
 

April— Krispy Kreme fundraiser TBD 



Thank You For Your Considera-
tion 

Any Questions—792-1325 x111 

Make checks payable to  

SDS Foundation                                                                              
1521 K-96 Hwy. 

Great Bend, KS  67530 

you are cordially invited to attend  

Sunflower Diversified Services, Inc. 
15th Annual Charity Gala 

supporting children and adults with developmental disabilities 

spring  
f e v e r  

 

Saturday, February 29, 2020 
Great Bend Events Center 

5:30pm to 10:00pm 

Reservations—February 29, 2020 ~ 5:30 to 10pm ~ Great Bend Events Cen-
ter 
Number Attending at $100 Each: _______________ (Tables of 10 available) 

Name:________________________________           _____ 
Address:____________________________      _______ 
Contact Number: _______        _______   
Donate items for auctions                 Sponsorship                        Donations 

Live Auction - Featured Item 
Hustler Raptor SD  Mower 
      54-inch welded-steel deck 
      Includes an Aluma trailer 
      78” wide / 10’ long 
 

Donated by 

Great Bend, KS 

Brian Mitchell 



Contributions—October  through December 2019 
The following individuals and businesses have contributed to the support of Sunflower’s programs and special projects.   

Dollars received by the Foundation are gifted on a quarterly basis to supplement local, state and federal funding.   
Our supporters and partners are very important to us, and we appreciate the involvement of each and every one.   

If you know of anyone we have missed, or if we need to update our information, please let us know. 

 

Dialing For Dollar$ cont. 
Kirby & Kathy Krier 
Bill & Sarah Krom 
Larry & Anne Kutina 
Roger & Dana Long 
Bill & Angela Maddy 
Magna-Dry of Kansas 
Marketing Maven Consulting 
Marmie Ford, Inc. 
Marmie Motors, Inc. 
Bruce & Amy Mellor 
Mike & Larissa Michaelis 
Miller Lawns, Inc. 
Jessica Milsap 
Ivan & Lisa Milton 
Mike & Carrie Minton 
Mitchell K. Haney & Associates 
Mobile Imaging, Inc. 
Scot & Karen Moeder 
Mpire Improvements LLC 
Mustang Machine, LLC 
Amy Ney 
Nicolet Farms 
Fred & Candy Nuss 
Office Products, Inc. 
Dennis & Kathy Pechanec 
Candice Quillin 
R & R Roofing Co., LLC 
Gregg & Maggie Reinhardt 
Todd & Tresa Rohr 
Rues Law Office 
S & J Trucking, Inc. 
Paul & Melanie Schreiber 
Scott’s Welding Service, Inc. 
Marvin & Karen Sessler 
Karen Shaner 
Dennis & Jann Sherman 
Chad & Shannon Somers 
Spectrum CPA Partners LLC 
Chris & Julie Spray 
Matthew & Andrea Stalcup 
Star Expos 
Stone Sand Co., Inc. 
Stueder Contractors, Inc. 
Tommy & Shawn Supper 
Tatum Dunekack DDS LLC 
The 10th Street Eyecare Center 
Khris & Rachel Thexton 
Travis & Andrea Thompson 
David Tudor 
Velocity Truck Alignment, LLC 
Venture Corporation 
Jim & Kathy Vopat 
Brent & Lori Waters 
Patty Wolf 
World Pest Control 
Zip Stop, Inc. 

Dialing For Dollar$ 
10th Street Liquor Stop LLC 
Advanced Therapy & Sports Med LLC 
Anderson Schwarz Financial 
Jim & Kathi Armatys 
Kevin Arnberger 
Jeff & Kathy Barnes 
Tom Berscheidt 
Beugelsdijk Chiropractic PA 
Darrel & Mary Bieker 
Mike & Lisa Burdett 
Korey & Alyson Burkhart 
C & K Oil, LLC 
C & V Home Improvement, Inc. 
Taylor & Kelly Calcara 
Charlie’s Place 
Clarke Well & Equipment, Inc. 
Randy Cobb 
Coldwell Banker Sell Real Estate 
Comfort Pro, Inc. 
Concrete Service, Co., Inc. 
John & Crystal Cross 
Tom & Jan Curtis 
D. McMillen, Chtd. 
Danceography Studio 
Gaila Demel 
David & Vickie Dreiling 
David & Katrina Edgerton 
Eldridge Fencing, Inc. 
Estes Trash LLC 
Jan Farmer 
Farmers Bank & Trust 
Feist Construction 
First Kansas Bank 
Francis Financial Services, Inc. 
Terry & Glenda Gaunt 
Christina Genova 
Joseph & Beth Bigson 
Christina Hayes 
James & Kathy Hayes 
Laura Herl 
Jordan & Katrina Hickel 
Hillside Veterinary Clinic PA 
Bob & Patsy Hiss 
Lance & Brenda Hoopingarner 
Isern & Carpenter Law 
Jimlo Glass Center, Inc. 
Johnson Electric Motor Winding Inc. 
Jim & Judy Johnson 
Bill & Vicki Keffer 
Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency 
Jeff & Katherine Keller 
Kevin & Lori Keller 
Kelly’s Garden Sense 
William King 
Tom Klug 
Rita Krause 



Sunrise Campaign 
Alvie & Melinda Axman 
William & Ruth Baalmann 
Mike Boys 
Scott & Lynne Bush 
Brent Clarke 
Community Bank of the Midwest 
Patty Degner 
DND Petroleum LLC 
Dominican Sisters of Peace, Inc. 
Charles & Marita Elliot 
Stuart Hutchison 
Kellye & Sandy Irvin 
Mary Ann Johnson 
Jomax Construction Co., Inc. 
Leon & Wanda Karst 
Dale & Paula Knop 
Linda Lamb 
Rosemary Linn 
Tom & Shirley Lytle 
Martin Law Office 
Medical Park Pharmacy 
Marjorie Miller 
Edward & Diane Nemnich 
Oilfield Manufacturers Whse, Inc. 
Carol Pospishel 
Richard L. Burkey, DPM, PA 
Bernard & Lisa Seiwert 
Dennis & Jann Sherman 
Ron & Barb Tournear 
Mary Lou Warren 
Roy Weber 
 
Giving Tuesday— 
Sunflower Diversified Services 
Foundation Endowment 
Jim & Kathi Armatys 
Holly Bowyer 
Scott Donovan 
Kara Jecha 
Larson Engineering, Inc. 
Austin & Bobbi LaViolette 
Fred & Pat Lohrey 
Gerald Marvin 
Kelly & Fawnia Miller 
Ed & Carol Oborny 
Marion & Madonna Oborny 
Jean Oelkers 
Randy & Susan Willis 
Curtis Wolf 
 
 

Contributions 
American Legion Auxilary  
     Post No. 320 
Thomas Bauer 
Christian Women’s Fellowship 
Tom & Marcia Coleman 
Carole Edwardson 
Farmers Bank & Trust—Great Bend 
Farmers Bank & Trust—Larned 
Katherine George 
Hope Lutheran Church Women 
Stuart Hutchison 
Beverly Komarek 
Marjorie Miller 
Pain, Spine & Rehab PA 
Ann Parker 
Dennis & Kathy Pechanec 
Presbyterian Women of Great Bend 
Jean Pringle 
Queen Esther Chapter 32 
     Order of the Eastern Star 
Judith Reynolds 
Yvonne Robbins 
Sanko Auto Service 
Curtis & Lila Schartz 
Layne & Barbara Shirk 
Terry & Judith Turner 
Roy Weber 
Charles Wegener 
Sue Wells 
 
Invest In Kids 
Caleb Schultz Agency, LLC 
Central Kansas Orthopedic Group, LLC 
Brent Clarke 
Randy Cobb 
Creative Touch 
Marilyn Davis 
Chris & Janell Fellers 
Daniel & Jessie Habiger 
Isern & Carpenter Law 
Normalee Isern 
K & N Petroleum, Inc. 
Terry Kern 
Karen Kramp 
Curtis & Jodie Kuhn 
Bobbi LaViolette 
Dale & Alta Linden 
Rosemary Linn 
Manweiler Chevrolet Co. 
Mull Farms & Feeding Inc. 
Carol Pospishel 
Pryor Automatic Fire Sprinkler 
Lois Replogle 
Larry & Kathy Schugart 
The Home Lumber & Supply Co. 
Victory Barber Shop 

Giving Tuesday— 
Sunflower Diversified Services  
Incredible Years Preschool  
Endowment 
Charles & Marilyn Aldrich 
Jeff & Kathy Barnes 
Kathleen Collicott 
Mark & Cathy Esfeld 
Isern & Carpenter Law 
Ed & Carol Oborny 
Patrick & Catherine Stang 
Marc & Diana Webster 
 
Jan Wesley Memorial 
Sarah Krom 
Mr. & Mrs. John Briel 
Daryl Hertel 
 
Coleen Nuss Memorial 
Sarah Krom 
 
Liz Ledesma Memorial 
Sarah Krom 
 
Herb Harms Memorial 
Mark & Lori McLeland 
 
Restricted EEC 
Carole Edwardson 
 
Restricted Recycling 
Larson Engineering, Inc. 
 
15th Annual Charity Gala 
Sanko Auto Service 
Isern & Carpenter Law 
Sunflower Bank 
 
KFC Fundraiser 
Thanks to everyone who participated 

Email Delivery of Newsletter 
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter by 

email in the future, please send your email address 
to info@sunflowerdiv.com.   

Contributions—October  through December 2019 
The following individuals and businesses have contributed to the support of Sunflower’s programs and special projects.   

Dollars received by the Foundation are gifted on a quarterly basis to supplement local, state and federal funding.   
Our supporters and partners are very important to us, and we appreciate the involvement of each and every one.   

If you know of anyone we have missed, or if we need to update our information, please let us know. 



Sunflower Diversified Services “Invest In Kids” Club needs your 
help.  ‘Grant the Giraffe’ knows the “Invest In Kids” Club ensures 

the future of infants and children with developmental delays.  
You may donate annually, quarterly or monthly,  

whatever works best.  All proceeds go to Sunflower Early  
Education Center and Incredible Years Preschool.   
The children and their families will be grateful. 


