
Getting Back to Normal 
 

Amanda Urban has always known that Sunflower staff 
and clients are one big team but this knowledge really 
came into focus during the year of the pandemic. 
 

“It was impressive to watch everyone adapt to all the 
guidelines, and many changes in schedules and work 
sites,” said Amanda, director of compliance and quality 
assurance. “Many kudos to our staff and those we    
support for their resilience as the pandemic raged on.” 
 

Since having a routine is important, “we are so pleased 
that regular operations are up and running,” Amanda 
noted. “A normal rhythm provides security because we 
know what is coming next. Now there is a measure of 
relief to be back to fairly normal operations. We still       
encourage distancing but we don’t feel such a heavy 
burden anymore.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
There were at least a couple of positive notes  during 
the year of COVID-19. “It made us think outside the box 
and explore new ways to accomplish tasks,” Amanda 
explained. “And staff members became even more of a 
close-knit family because all departments pitched in to 
meet clients’ needs, regardless of their usual             
assignments.” 
 
STAR 
 

The Golden Retriever who recently joined the staff at 
Sunflower Early Education Center is on the job to    
enhance the lives of children who have been diagnosed 
with autism. 
 

Star, who is 2 years old, provides unconditional love, 
while serving as a conduit to help with communication 
skills and social interaction. 

Tina Jackson,  
a client  

at Sunflower,  
works on  
dog-treat  

packaging  
for Ferguson  

Production Inc. 
at our  

manufacturing 
plant. 
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If a child has limited vocal skills, Star can be a          
motivator. He also helps children learn about empathy 
and compassion. 
 

Star spends most of his time in our Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) program but visits Incredible Years   
Preschool as often as he can. ABA at Sunflower is   
offered to children with a medical diagnosis of Autism 
Spectrum Disorder up to age 5 or when they begin  
kindergarten. 
 

There was no charge to Sunflower for Star because of 
private donations, including one from an Oklahoma 
woman who wanted to sponsor the team of Star and 
Alyson Burkhart, autism specialist. The estimated cost 
for an assistance dog is about $25,000. 
 

Star is a “facility dog”; he was trained to serve at a   
location, specifically for children. KSDS Assistance 
Dogs Inc., Washington, Ks., provides the training. Star 
and Alyson passed the Assistance Dogs International 
test. 
 

Star lives with Alyson’s family, which has three other 
dogs. He is calm at work but when at home he plays, 
runs and jumps like any other dog. 
 

KSDS relies heavily on volunteers, grants and private 
and corporate donations. It has provided these services 
for more than 30 years and has placed more than 600 
assistance-dog teams. 

Star, a Golden Retriever, pays a visit to children at Incredible Years 
Preschool.  His main job, however, is interacting with children  

diagnosed with autism in the Applied Behavior Analysis program at 
Sunflower Early Education Center. 



and help him with his speech. This program has given me 
ideas on how to speak to my child during his growth and     
development.” 
 
Ilsa also noted she is grateful to Alejandra Velez, social    
worker, and others on our professional staff “for sharing 
knowledgeable ideas and educating me about how to better 
engage with my son.” 
 
This teamwork between Sunflower and families truly changes 
lives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Featured Employee—Tasha 
 
The “Sunflower Difference” is obvious to Tasha Manring who 
learned right off the bat that clients are encouraged to make 
decisions about all aspects of their lives. It is the philosophy 
she relies on every day in her position as residential          
operations manager. 
 
Since others have noticed her commitment, Tasha is the  
Featured Employee of the Quarter. 
 
“We definitely offer many options and encourage clients to 
make their own decisions about living arrangements,         
employment and leisure time,” Tasha said. “This is not always 
the case at some agencies.” 
 
Tasha and her team of direct-support professionals serve 
people in their homes with the level of support they need.  
Tasha also provides training to employees in CPR and Mandt. 
 
“Sunflower offers comprehensive training in all aspects of the 
various positions here,” Tasha said. “It is superior in every 
way.” 
 
Tasha started at Sunflower about two years ago as a certified 
medication aide in the Medical Department. 
 
Amanda Urban, director of compliance and quality assurance, 
said “Tasha’s dedication to providing excellent service is a 
wonderful addition to our residential team. She spends many 
hours ensuring we provide services tailored to each person’s 
needs. 

Personal Accomplishments—Debbie 
 
Debbie McCall has been with us at Sunflower for only a short 
time but she has already made an impression. She exudes a 
sunny disposition and has a strong work ethic. 
 
Prior to coming here in March, Debbie worked for 23 years as 
a dishwasher at the Pizza Hut in Concordia. Now she has a 
job at our manufacturing plant four or five days a week. She 
also helps with our interoffice mail system, delivering to    
various departments. 
 
Debbie thoroughly enjoys coming to work, meeting new    
people and making new friends. 
 
But it is not all work and no play. Debbie, 55, likes to keep 
staff and clients entertained with a joke here and there. 
 
Welcome to Sunflower, Debbie. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Accomplishments—Albert 
 
When Albert Contreras began receiving early intervention 
services through our Early Education Center last September, 
he loved looking at books but only pointed to the pictures. If 
his mom asked him to identify what was in the photo, Albert 
became quiet. Sometimes, he would try to mimic animal 
sounds from a cow, cat or dog. 
 
Albert, who had just turned 2 at the time, babbled as he 
played. However, most of the time he was quiet and serious. 
 
Now Albert is flourishing. He imitates what people say and do 
and his personality is very animated and joyful. He uses 
many words on his own when playing by himself or with    
others, and asks for snacks and toys. 
 
Albert also is learning to use two- and three-word phrases. 
 
His mom, Ilsa Morales, said our services “have helped me 
get to know my son better. I can understand him more often 

Albert Contreras plays his favorite game, while his mom, Ilsa Morales, talks 
with him about what the dinosaurs are doing and saying. 

Debbie McCall pitches in to help with the interoffice mail route. 



Cora practices her swing for an indoor baseball game on a rainy day. 

“Tasha works well with staff members too. She is a strong 
advocate for clients and staff, and a valued member of our 
management team.” 
 
Did You Know? 
 

 Tasha and approximately 70 direct-support professionals 
support individuals in their homes. 

 

 Services are provided in almost 40 residences, in       
addition to two group settings. 

 

 In many cases, clients choose to live alone or with only 
one roommate. 

 

 Group settings are available to those who want more 
roommates. 

 

 As of mid-May, almost 60 individuals were receiving   
services at home. 

 

 Some people need support only a few hours a week, 
while others rely on Sunflower for 24-hour care. 

 

 Support is offered for shopping, eating out, leisure       
activities and attending church. 

 

 Transportation to medical appointments and community 
events is provided. “Anywhere clients go, we go,” Tasha 
summarized. 

 

 The age range of people currently served is 18-73. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Incredible Years Preschool 
 
Incredible Years Preschool has finished another successful 
school year, despite the COVID-19 challenges we all faced. 
Our families are to be commended for taking the changes in 
stride. 
 
Parents picked up and dropped off at the door and our     
children were required to wear masks. The children were real 
troopers and adjusted well to the circumstances. 
 
We had a small graduation ceremony and shared the special 
moment with parents. Eleven children from the Crackerjack 
class graduated pre-k and will continue on to kindergarten. 
The ceremony was also livestreamed. 
 
Summer Discovery was on the June agenda, with full classes 
and many new welcome faces. The summer session zeroes 
in on discovering individual skills and interests. Many fun  
activities were planned and, of course, water days are the 
favorite.  
 
Subjects included knights/princesses/unicorns, sports and 
the ocean. And to top it off, new friendships are formed     
during these adventures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Email Delivery of Newsletter 
If you would prefer to receive  

this newsletter  
by email in the future,  

please send your email address  
to info@sunflowerdiv.com.   Alex Juarez and Tasha Manring, our residential operations manager,  

whip up a batch of Snickerdoodle cookies. 



Wesley Dukes, 4, learns to match shapes on an iPad, which was  
purchased with a donation from Midwest Energy. 

Included in the total collected is $3,815 for Sunflower’s Invest 
in Kids Club and $440 for Beautiful Minds Art Studio. 
 
“While all services are crucial, some people want to earmark 
donations for infants and toddlers at our Early Education    
Center and Incredible Years Preschool,” Cody noted. “The art 
studio also has drawn the attention of donors who encourage 
clients to express themselves creatively.” 
 
The annual Charity Gala banquet and auction will be      
scheduled for next February or March. 
 

Midwest Energy Donation 
 
A donation to our Early Education Center (EEC) is going a 
long way to benefit children who have been diagnosed with 
autism and the specialists who provide their therapy. 
 
The $450 gift from Midwest Energy paid for an iPad, which 
service providers use to teach new skills to children and    
enhance their communication abilities. 
 
The technology is earmarked for the EEC’s Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) program that is designed for children with a 
medical diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
 
Thanks to the Midwest Energy Community Fund, we have 
another opportunity to improve and expand services to       
children ages birth to 5. There are numerous apps and       
resources we can access for teaching specific skills. 
 
For example, the Language Acquisition through Motor      
Planning (LAMP) program is used for children with limited 
vocal communication skills. The app functions as an assistive 
technology device. 
 
Therapy providers benefit from ABAdesk, which allows them 
to record data on the iPad. It is automatically saved during 
each session with a child and reduces the time spent       
completing paperwork. 
 
Additional iPads will allow us to pilot this system for young 
children throughout all three EEC programs. 

Personal Accomplishments—Jessilyn 
     
Jessilyn Simonson became acquainted with Sunflower in  
December of 2000 when she began receiving Case          
Management services. She has come a long way since then. 
 
Today, we count on Jessilyn for her many contributions to 
The UPS Store, manufacturing plant and recycling operation. 
She works at UPS two afternoons a week; the rest of the time 
is spent at the other two locations. 
 
She enjoys each of these employment opportunities and lets 
us know how much she loves meeting the customers who 
patronize UPS. 
 
The 37-year-old woman strives to be the best she can be in 
all aspects of her life. Jessilyn is conscientious about         
everything she does. 
 
Jessilyn, who began Day Services in 2004, lives with her 
mom and revels in hanging out with friends during her leisure 
hours. She also is looking forward to going swimming this 
year, thanks to the easing of COVID restrictions. 
 
The combination of family, work and Sunflower staff make a 
real difference in Jessilyn’s life every day. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16th Annual Charity Gala 
 
The virtual community of Sunflower supporters rallied around 
people with special needs and raised more than $30,000 at 
the Charity Gala. 
 
“We didn’t know what to expect but, needless to say, we are 
very happy with the results,” said Cody Harris, director of 
planned giving and community supports. “All of us at        
Sunflower appreciate those who donated time and/or money 
as sponsors, bid during the silent and live auctions, and    
received Party Packs before the event. 
 
“Staff and clients are always gratified by the generosity of 
central Kansans and this year is no exception. Every cent we 
raised will go directly to programs and services for children 
and adults with disabilities and delays.” 
 
Eighty-five Party Packs were distributed before the Gala and 
125 people placed bids during the auctions. Others made 
cash donations. 

Jessilyn Simonson 
scans a label from  

a customer’s phone  
at The UPS Store  

located in our  
Westside Market  

building. 



Contributions—April through June 2021 
The following individuals and businesses have contributed to the support of Sunflower’s programs and special projects.   

Dollars received by the Foundation are gifted to the Agency to supplement local, state and federal funding.   
Our supporters and partners are very important to us, and we appreciate the involvement of each and every one.   

If you know of anyone we have missed, or if we need to update our information, please let us know. 

16th Annual Charity Gala 
Marilyn Aldrich 
Alternacare 
Amy Del Designs 
Anderson Schwarz Financial 
Jim & Kathy Armatys 
B & B Quality Meats 
Jeff & Kathy Barnes 
Chris & Vicki Batchman 
Teresa Beaudry 
Lisa Beran 
Dr. Sam Beugelsdijk 
Darrel & Mary Bieker 
Kristy Blakeslee 
Bling Glamour 
Bookies Bar & Grill 
Boot Hill Distillery 
Botanica Gardens 
Cindy Brooke 
BTI-Great Bend 
Dr. Mike & Lisa Burdett 
Scott & Lynne Bush 
Dennis & Dianne Call 
Joni Carr 
Charlie’s Place 
City of Great Bend 
Claflin Golf Club 
Clark Well & Equipment 
Kae Clary 
Kirk Clawson 
Clock Realty & Insurance 
Club 1 Fitness 
Tom Coleman 
Comfort Pro, Inc. 
Crawford Supply 
John & Crystal Cross 
CUNA Mutual Group 
D. McMillen, Chtd. 
Dawson Jewelers 
Katrina Deason 
Delgado’s 
Maurice & Gaila Demel 
Kyrsten Divilbiss 
Ray Dodge 
Eagle Tire 
Angie Ebeling 
Eldridge Fencing 
Sharon Erwin 
Ryan Fairchild 
Farmers Bank & Trust 
First Bank—Lyons 
Flame Engineering, Inc. 
William Fritzler 
Steve & Debbie Giebler 
Dedra Goodenough 
Great Bend Appliance Center 
Great Bend Chamber of Commerce 
Great Bend Eye Care 
Shane & Mandy Grizzell 
Theresa Habiger 
HandleBar & Grill 
Linda Harkness 
Cody & Maggie Harris 
Sandi Hayek 
Healthy Massage 
Jim & Shelley Hejny 
Laura Herl 
Danielle Hollingshead 
Ashley Howell 

16th Annual Charity Gala cont. 
IMA, Inc. 
Isern & Carpenter Law Office 
Gerald & Judy Jenisch 
Jim & Judy Johnson 
Leeann June 
KanEquip, Inc. 
Kansas Trophy Experience 
Dr. Dustin & Crystal Keffer 
Bill & Vicki Keffer 
Sarah Krom 
Keith Kuhn 
Norman Langley 
Larned Veterinary Clinic 
Carol Larson 
Sasha Larson 
Tammy Lindsay 
Steve Long 
Tommy & Brandy Loomis 
LPL Financial 
Julie Lyon 
Mac*Clet Electric 
Macy Renee’s Boutique 
Julie Mazouch 
Julee McAtee 
Brook McGinnes 
Medical Park Pharmacy 
Kelly & Fawnia Miller 
Nicole Miller 
Miller’s of Claflin 
Ivan & Lisa Milton 
Mind Sculpt Games 
Mark & Leslie Mingenback 
Mike & Carrie Minton 
Miss Pretty Pickles 
Pedro Montoya 
Michelle Moshier 
Mr. P’s Truck’N 
My Favorite Furnishings 
Nex-Tech 
Amy Ney 
Ed & Carol Oborny 
Marion & Madonna Oborny 
Office Products, Inc. 
P & S Security 
Shawn Panzer 
Pat’s Beef Jerky 
Shelly Peacock 
Petals & Pickets 
Donna Petz 
Playa Azul 
Portraits by Shane 
Von & Connie Pounds 
Jon & Jodi Prescott 
Dr. Jean Pringle 
Candice Quillin 
Dan & Heather Quillin 
Re-Perks 
Gregg & Maggie Reinhardt 
Rich’s Automotive & Supply 
Bill & Donna Robinson 
Troy Rohr 
Rues Law Office 
Curtis & Lisa Schartz 
Marvin & Virginia Schneider 
Melanie Schreiber 
Alan & Janet Schremmer 
Larry & Kathy Schugart 
Scooters 

Memorial—Cheryl Conard 
Terry Conard 
Michael Sauer / Jana Schraeder 
 
Memorial—Kay Maneth 
Marlene Albers 
Phillip & Margaret Bartholomew 
Dennis & Dianne Call 
Randy & Bonnie Conrady 
Steve & Carol Dellinger 
Charles & Morita Elliot 
Connie Ensley 
Marlene Feist 
Earl & Judy Fox 
Veramae Henre 
Gerald & Judy Jenisch 
Harlen & Linda Jerke 
Jim & Judy Johnson 
Mary Johnson 
Keller Real Estate & Ins. Agency 
Jeff & Kathie Keller 
Keven & Lori Keller 
Kevin & Julie Kramp 
Jim & Judy Krebaum 
Clarence & Sharon Lingreen 
Red Meier 
Terry & Karen Naylor 
Jim & Jolene Rziha 
Kyle & Bonny Schartz 
Jolene Turner 
Rick & Kim Warnken 
Leroy Weathers family 
Larry & Deanne Weathers 
Stanley & Jane West 
Greg & Donita Wolf 
 
Memorial—Susan Steiner 
Mary Johnson 
Barbara Steiner 
 
Endowment 
Donald & Phyllis Whelan  
    Memorial Endowment Fund 
 

16th Annual Charity Gala cont. 
Brad & Sarah Shirer 
Perry & Krista Smith 
Spectrum CPA Partners, LLC 
Chris & Julie Spray 
Chelsea Steffen 
Laura Straub 
Straub’s Powersports 
Stueder Contractors, Inc. 
Bob & Sabrina Suelter 
Sutherlands 
Rick & Kathy Taylor 
TCI Answering Service 
The Fieldhouse 
The Historic Wolf Hotel 
Arron Thomas 
Steve & Penny Thompson 
Travis & Andrea Thompson 
Eric Thoren 
Scott & Debbie Tillotson 
Cindy Trombley 
John Turner 
Amanda Urban 
Ricky & Kimberly Warnken 
Mary Lou Warren 
Waters Hardware 
Jill Weber 
Sue Wells 
Marcia Westhoff 
WHB, Inc. 
Brandon Whitley 
Danielle Wylot 
Juan & Shelby Zuniga 
 
Invest In Kids 
BTI—Great Bend 
Linda Bunselmeyer 
Randy Cobb 
Tom & Jan Crissman 
Delores Hanhardt 
Isern & Carpenter Law Office 
Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency 
Rosemary Linn 
Pilot Club of Great Bend 
Carol Pospishel 
Lois Replogle 
 
Contributions 
Beck Chiropractic 
Steve & Karma Byers 
Marlene Carr 
Tom & Jan Crissman 
Marilyn Davis 
Charles & Marita Elliot 
Lloyd & Delores Fundenberger 
Knights of Columbus  Council #2100 
Bobbi & Austin Laviolette 
LF Harper Family Foundation 
Jason & Jayme Mayers 
Marjorie Miller 
Ann Parker 
Dennis & Kathy Pechanec 
Judith Reynolds 
Roy Weber 
Chuck & Geralyn Wegener 
 
Restricted 
The Golden Sheaf Chapter #226 
     Order of the Eastern Star 



Sunflower Diversified Services “Invest In Kids” Club needs your 
help.  ‘Grant the Giraffe’ knows the “Invest In Kids” Club ensures 

the future of infants and children with developmental delays.  
You may donate annually, quarterly or monthly,  

whatever works best.  All proceeds go to Sunflower Early  
Education Center and Incredible Years Preschool.   
The children and their families will be grateful. 


