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14th Annual Charity Gala 
 
A brand-new golf cart with trailer will be one of 
many attractions during the live auction at our         
Sunflower Charity Gala. 
 
The event is set for Saturday, March 2 at the 
Great Bend Events Center. Social hour begins at 
5:30 p.m. and dinner is served at 7 p.m. Cost is 
$100 per person. 
 
The Kansas State 
University custom-
ized  machine   
features a built-in 
ice chest on the     
passenger side 
and built-in  
golf-ball cleaner  
on the driver’s 
side. If you are a 
golfer, or know 
someone who is, 
this amazing golf 
cart would be a 
perfect gift to yourself, a family member or friend.  
 
Sunflower Executive Director Jon Prescott and 
his wife, Jodi, donated the cart, which they won 
during a raffle in Manhattan. Jon attended the 
annual Sales Institute Banquet at K-State last 
spring because of his interest in business        
development, marketing and sales. “We hope 
this donation illustrates our commitment to     
Sunflower,” Jon said. “We also hope the bidding 
is brisk as we raise money to support children, 
adults and families.” 
 
Items for both the live and silent auctions are still 
being accepted; we appreciate donations big and 
small. Sponsorships also are available. 
 
Everyone who participates will enjoy the personal 
satisfaction of supporting our neighbors with    
developmental disabilities and delays. 

Dialing For Dollar$ 
 

Phones were ringing and texts were flying during 
the fifth annual Dialing for Dollar$ event,         
resulting in $20,880 for the Invest in Kids Club.  
The infants and toddlers at our Early Education 
Center and Incredible Years Preschool are the 
beneficiaries. 
 
The generosity of central Kansans never ceases 
to amaze us. Our supporters know the            
importance of early intervention for children ages 
birth to three, along with an exceptional         
preschool curriculum. 

Sunflower’s professional teachers and therapists 
make life-changing differences for families every 
day. Developmental delays are alleviated or 
overcome, which means children may not need 
expensive special education later. 
 
Sunflower’s board of directors, its Foundation 
trustees and staff made calls during Dialing for 
Dollar$. We appreciate everyone who             
participated in any way; Nex-Tech Wireless, 
which sponsored the event, also has our      
heartfelt gratitude. 

Sunflower representatives make contacts during Dialing for Dollar$. 

This customized golf cart will be a highlight 
of the live auction at our 2019 Charity Gala. 



Krispy Kremes 
 

Those who participate in an upcoming Invest in 
Kids Club fundraiser can satisfy a sweet tooth 
and support Sunflower Early Education Center 
and Incredible Years Preschool. 

A dozen fresh Krispy Kreme donuts costs $10; 
orders may be made starting in early April and 
must be paid in advance. Cash, checks and 
credit cards are accepted. Call 620-792-4087 or 
visit www.sunflowerdiv.com/events/krispy-kremes-for-kids. 
 
Those who place an order may pick up their 
tasty treats on April 24 at Sunflower Diversified 
Recycling, 5523 10

th
 in Great Bend. 

 
Our Invest in Kids Club has been crucial to    
children and their families for several years. Tax 
revenues simply cannot meet all the financial 
needs and this fundraiser can help us fill a few 
gaps. 
 
Please make a note to place your order this 
spring. 
        
Personal Accomplishments—Avah 
 

When Avah began attending Incredible Years 
Preschool, she demonstrated a significant 
speech delay. She was frustrated with her inabil-
ity to communicate with her family and peers. 
 
This frustration often resulted in negative        
behaviors. However, with a strong routine, 
speech-therapy services and support from her 
family and Sunflower, Avah has grown in so 
many positive ways during her three years with 
us. She is a wonderful friend and has a huge 
smile for everyone. Her future looks amazingly 
bright. 
 
Avah’s dad has told us his daughter “loves    
coming to school and loves her friends. Her 
speech, behaviors and social skills have all    
improved” since she began attending Incredible 
Years. 
 

Avah’s situation is just one of many examples of 
how Sunflower staff and families change lives 
every day. 

Personal Accomplishments—Gwen 
 

Gwen Butler had been living in a group setting 
for about six years while receiving services from 
another agency. But the dream of living more 
independently was never far from her mind. 
 
Gwen came to  
Sunflower on Aug. 
7, 2018, and just 
two weeks later  
that dream came 
true. 
 
She is living in her 
own apartment and 
is her own guardian. 
When Gwen isn’t 
working her Monday
-Friday hours at 
Sunflower’s  
Manufacturing 
Plant, she loves 
spending time with 
her daughter, son and grandchildren. 
 
But that isn’t all. Gwen enjoys shopping with our 
staff members and attending a wide variety of 
community activities. She shares her kind heart 
and great sense of humor with everyone around 
her. 

Avah’s beaming smile brightens everyone’s day at  
Incredible Years Preschool 

Gwen Butler is thankful for a more  
independent lifestyle. 

 

http://www.sunflowerdiv.com/events/krispy-kremes-for-kids


Featured Employee—Cody 
 

As our community-employment specialist, Cody 
Harris gives his all every day as he works to   
ensure clients are successful and more           
independent. Cody is our featured employee of 
the quarter. 
 
“The best part about my job is helping clients 
fulfill their ultimate goal – getting and retaining 
community employment,” Cody said. “Our clients 
count on us to offer support and guidance before 
and after they accept a position.” 
 
Cody has been at Sunflower for almost six years 
– half that time has been in community          
employment. “I help people with job preparation 
and set up work assessments. Once they find 
employment, we provide job coaching. 
 
“When you consider everything we do, it is easy 
to see the real difference Sunflower makes in 
people’s lives. My colleagues and I genuinely 
care about our clients. There is a special quality 
about Sunflower staff members that leads to our 
clients’ successes. I am grateful to be part of this 
team.” 
 
Chief Operating Officer Sarah Krom said Cody is 
a vital part of Sunflower’s efforts to make a real 
difference. “He has passion, commitment and 
energy. Cody truly believes that folks here can 
achieve their dreams and does what it takes to 
support their vision of the future. 
 
“He also is eager to learn new ways to help    
clients make the most of their individual skills 
and abilities. Sunflower is lucky to have Cody on 
our team.” 

Gwen said she is excited about earning a     
bigger paycheck and wants to take advantage 
of all the different opportunities at Sunflower. 
She has found the perfect blend of independ-
ence, socialization and employment that make 
for a well-rounded and rewarding life. 
 
Ellinwood Garage Sale 
 

Sunflower is stepping up its efforts to solicit 
items for our second annual Ellinwood Garage 
Sale. 
 
Anyone may donate good used items but we 
cannot accept clothing, shoes or bedding. 
 

The sale is set for April 27 at 517 E. 1st Street 
in Ellinwood. All proceeds benefit families who 
rely on Sunflower for support. Last year,       
proceeds came to $1,300 and we hope to top 
that this time around. 
 
Even though sale items are collected year-
round, organizers are actively seeking            
donations now. They may be dropped off at our 
CHS facility at 1521 K-96 Highway.              
Consignment sales are not offered. 
 
After marking April 27 on your calendar, please 
make plans to browse through closets, attics 
and sheds for nice items that will attract buyers. 
You will clear out a few things and enjoy the 
satisfaction of helping your neighbors with     
disabilities and delays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the more popular items at last year’s garage sale. 

 

Cody Harris is our featured employee of the quarter. 



 Contributions—September 2018 through November 2018 
The following individuals and businesses have contributed to the support of Sunflower’s programs and special projects.   

Dollars received by the Foundation are gifted on a quarterly basis to supplement local, state and federal funding.   
Our supporters and partners are very important to us, and we appreciate the involvement of each and every one.   

If you know of anyone we have missed, or if we need to update our information, please let us know. 

Dialing For Dollars 
Advanced Therapy 
William & Cora Allen 
Jim & Kathi Armatys 
Tory Arnberger 
Kevin Arnberger 
Jeff & Kathi Barnes 
Shawn & Desa Behr 
Benefit Management LLC 
Beugelsdijk Chiropractic PA 
Darrel & Mary Bieker 
Mike & Lisa Burdett 
Alyson Burkhart 
C & K Oil, LLC 
C & V Home Improvement, Inc. 
Taylor & Kelly Calcara 
Central Kansas Orthopedic Group, LLC 
Chase Well Service 
Clarke Well & Equipment, Inc. 
Randy Cobb 
Coldwell Banker Sell Real Estate 
Comfort Pro, Inc. 
Community Bank 
Tom & Jan Curtis 
D. McMillen, Chtd. 
Danceography 
Paul & Tamara Daubert 
Lana Dietz 
DND Petroleum LLC 
Dr. Douglas D. Ayre Optometrist, PA 
David & Vickie Dreiling 
Penni Dreiling 
Eldridge Fencing, Inc. 
Errand Lady LLC 
Essmiller Farms 
Estes Trash LLC 
Jamie Fager 
Farmers Bank & Trust 
First Kansas Bank 
Nancy Gale 
Rick & Karen Garrett 
Glenda Gaunt 
Christina Genova 
Mike Gordy 
Daniel & Jessie Habiger 
Isern & Carpenter Law 
Jimlo Glass Center Inc. 
Jim & Judy Johnson 
Jim & Pam Jordan 
Michael & Patti Kasselman 
Bill, Vicki & Will Keffer 
Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Jeff & Katherine Keller 
Alan Kellogg 
Kelly’s Garden Sense 
Dr. Bill King 
Rita Krause 
Bill & Sarah Krom 
Larry & Anne Kutina 
Jeremy & Angela Liebl 
Nels & Karen Lindberg 
Richard & Anne Linenberger 
Manweiler Chevrolet Co. 
Marc E. Huslig, DDS, CHTD 
Daniel & Brandi Marciniak 

Dialing For Dollars (cont.) 
Marmie Ford 
Marmie Motors 
Jerry & Linda Marmie 
Curtis & Paula Mauler 
Rachel Mawhirter 
Bruce & Amy Mellor 
Mermis Farms LLC 
Connie Michaelis 
Miller Lawns Inc. 
Millers of Claflin Inc. 
Jessica Milsap 
Mike & Carrie Minton 
Mobile Imaging, Inc. 
John & Cheryl Moody 
Amy Ney 
Cecelia Nicolet 
Office Products Inc. 
Scott & Jennifer Pfortmiller 
Pi Girls 
Dan & Heather Quillin 
Michael & Candice Quillin 
R & R Roofing Co., LLC 
Sandra Reavis 
Gregg & Maggie Reinhardt 
Rube’s Inc. 
Rues Law Office 
Robert & Cheryl Rugan 
S & J Trucking, Inc. 
Darin & Lindsay Schartz 
Schreiber Angus 
Schroeder Homes & Remodeling LLC 
Scott’s Welding Service, Inc. 
Seeman Farms 
Marvin & Karen Sessler 
Dennis & Jann Sherman 
Brad & Sarah Shirer 
Chad & Shannon Somers 
Spectrum CPA Partners LLC 
Doris Spray 
Stone Sand Co., Inc. 
Straub International, Inc. 
Stueder Contractors Inc. 
Suchy Construction, Inc. 
Tommy & Shawn Suppes 
Tatum Dunekack DDS LLC 
Kevin & Audra Thompson 
Travis & Andrea Thompson 
Tom Berscheidt Attorney At Law 
Venture Corporation 
Joseph & Keri Vinduska 
Brent & Lori Waters 
Monty & Kate Weber 
Zip Stop, Inc. 
 
EEC Playground Flooring 
Midwest Energy, Inc. 
Class of 1968 
 
Art Studio 
Dorothy M. Morrison Foundation 
Sunflower Bank 
 
Curtis Clawson Memorial 
Marie Kern 

Lavina Scheuerman Memorial 
Bob & Vicki Anderson 
Martha Batman 
Steve & Karma Byers 
Jim & Inege Debes 
Tom & Maggie Dechant 
Donald & Deborah Erb 
Kim & Artel Herrman 
Tom & Patricia Holaday 
Dreama Jecha 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Legleiter 
Amber Merriman 
Frank & Mary Ann Pechanec 
Ron & Cathy Sandstrom 
Craig & Carol Scheuerman 
Lester Seuser 
Brian & Kim Stejskal 
Bob & Linda Stone 
Sheri Stone 
Rueben & Virginia Urban 
Charles Vondracek 
Rick & Janel Weigel 
Gary & Joy Yost 
 
Invest In Kids 
Mike & Diane Bender 
Randy Cobb 
Dave’s Roofing Service 
Dorothy M. Morrison Foundation 
Isern & Carpenter Law 
Helen Lee 
Rosalie Leiker 
Rosemary Linn 
Lois Replogle  
Victory Barber Shop 
 
Sunrise Campaign 
Clint & Lynn Barger 
Agnes Finger 
Carl & Sheri Heilman 
High Call Outfitters 
Normalee Isern 
Rosalie Leiker 
Marjorie Miller 
MRT Communications Inc. 
Ann Parker 
Pro-Tint of Great Bend, Inc. 
Franklin Reinhardt 
Rita Schilling 
Taylor Abstract and Title Co., Inc. 
Zelma Wendelburg 
WHB, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Email Delivery of Newsletter 
If you would prefer to receive this 
newsletter by email in the future, 
please send your email address to 

info@sunflowerdiv.com.   



 

Contributions—September 2018 through November 2018 
The following individuals and businesses have contributed to the support of Sunflower’s programs and special projects.   

Dollars received by the Foundation are gifted on a quarterly basis to supplement local, state and federal funding.   
Our supporters and partners are very important to us, and we appreciate the involvement of each and every one.   

If you know of anyone we have missed, or if we need to update our information, please let us know. 

Contributors 
Melinda Axman 
Chris & Vicki Batchman 
Steve & Karma Byers 
Tom & Marcia Coleman 
Fuller Industries LLC 
Golden Belt Fire & Safety, Inc. 
Isern & Carpenter Law 
Larry & Patty Keenan 
L & M Contractors, Inc. 
Bobbi & Austin Laviolette 
Pat Lohrey 
Susan Mazouch 
Mike & Larissa Michaelis 
Marjorie Miller 
Todd & Kim Morgenstern 
Dennis & Kathy Pechanec 
Ruth Peters 
Pain, Spine & Rehab PA 
Queen Esther Chapter 32 
 Order of the Eastern Star 
Judith Reynolds 
Sanko Auto Service 
Curtis & Lila Schartz 
Lathida White 

GBCF Giving Tuesday 
 
Sunflower Diversified Services 
Incredible Years Preschool 
Endowment 
Jeff & Kathi Barnes 
Chris & Vicki Batchman 
Carole Edwardson 
Mark & Cathy Esfeld 
Jean Hanks 
Fred & Pat Lohrey 
Ed & Carol Oborny 
Julie Spray 

GBCF Giving Tuesday 
 
Sunflower Diversified Services  
Foundation Endowment 
Holly Bowyer 
Carole Edwardson 
Colin & Lori Hammeke 
Ann Hatesohl 
Gerald & Judy Jenisch 
Larson Engineering, Inc. 
Fred & Pat Lohrey 
Gerald Marvin 
Mark McLeland 
Kelly & Fawnia Miller 
Marion & Madonna Oborny 
Jean Oelkers 
Carol Pospishel 
Prime Investment Group 
Lois Replogle 
Larry & Kathy Schugart 
Perry & Krista Smith 
Ron & Barbara Tournear 
Marc & Ivy Webster 
Curtis Wolf 



St. Patrick’s Day parade 
 

Since Sunflower representatives had such a 
good time last year at the St. Patrick’s Day     
Parade in Rush Center, clients and staff are    
going to make a repeat appearance. 
 
The parade and  
related activities  
are scheduled for 
Saturday, March 16. 
Clients and staff  
will judge parade 
entries, serve food 
and participate in 
the parade. 
 
This is just one  
way our non-profit 
agency gives back 
to communities that 
give so much to us. 
We enjoy the opportunity to return the favor. 
 
Hope you can join us for the St. Patty’s Day 
events. 
 
Personal Accomplishments—Josh 
 

When looking over Josh Simpson’s schedule, it 
is obvious Sunflower is giving him many options 
that lead to a fulfilling life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For example, Josh earns his own paycheck 
working at our manufacturing plant where one of 
his favorite tasks is disassembling books.    
However, with staff support, he has been         
enhancing other skills and branching out into 
more work options. This acceptance of support 
is a big accomplishment for Josh. 
 
In addition, he enjoys activities at our CHS      
facility twice a week and volunteers at the    
Golden Belt Humane Society. 
 
Josh is very spirited and just fun to be around; 
staff members say he always brightens their 
day. Talk about a great partnership. 
 
Sunflower has been providing services to Josh 
since 2004 when he was in school; he began 
receiving day services in 2014. He lives at home 
with his mom. 
 
Josh’s life on the job, and in the community, is a 
testament to the power of the Sunflower         
difference. 
 
Personal Accomplishments—Claire 
 

Claire’s mother, Christy, said “we tried every-
thing and I mean everything.” But it wasn’t until 
a referral to our Early Education Center (EEC) 
that things began to change for the better. 
 
Claire had trouble eating since birth. A pediatri-
cian was consulted several times but the infant 
continued to struggle with breast and bottle 
feeding, and eating baby food and eventually 
solids. 
 
At Claire’s one-year appointment, the pediatri-
cian referred the family to us. Heather Quillin, 
our speech-language pathologist, and McKinley 
Phillips, our early childhood special education 
teacher, conducted an evaluation. After a couple 
of visits, Heather decided a tongue-tie might be 
the cause of Claire’s discomfort and referred the 
family to a pediatric dentist in Wichita. 
 
The dentist discovered Claire had both a tongue
-tie and upper-lip tie that interfered with her eat-
ing. The ties were clipped the same day. 
 
Within the next few days, Claire showed im-
provement. She finished an entire bottle of milk; 
previously, she hadn’t consumed more than four 
ounces at a time. In addition, Claire began to 
swallow more food instead of spitting it out. 
 
“She is continuously getting better and we owe it 
all to Heather,” Christy said. 

Parade entry from 2017. 

Rachel Bortz, targeted case manager, and Josh Simpson couldn’t  
believe the coincidence—her Halloween costume sported a  

football theme, while Josh wore a referee’s outfit.   
The surprise was “priceless,” Rachel said. 

 



Car Wash 
 

Sunflower is adding to its fundraising efforts by 
hosting its first-ever car wash. It is scheduled for 
May 15 on the south side of Jack Kilby Square. 
 
Adult clients at Sunflower and several staff 
members will roll up their sleeves to provide the 
labor for this community event.  
 
All proceeds will benefit the Beautiful Minds Art 
Studio, which is in the works. It will offer a place 
for Sunflower individuals to express their        
creativity. 
 
We encourage local and area residents to mark 
May 15 on their calendars. More details will be 
announced later. 

Heather noted that “Claire’s story is but one  
example of how our EEC staff helps families 
identify and overcome some challenges that 
children face. Claire has not required ongoing 
EEC services because we were able to help 
her parents correct the problem.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 9— Career Fair—Great Bend Work Center 
 

January 9— SDS 8:30 a.m. radio show on 1590 KVGB 
 

February 1— Sunflower EEC/Helping Hands Preschool Free Developmental Screening  
       ages 0-6, appointment required 
 

February 8— Sunflower EEC Developmental Screening in Lyons for children ages 0-3 
 

February 13— SDS 8:30 a.m. radio show on 1590 KVGB 
 

March 2— 14th Annual Charity Gala, beginning at 5:30 at the Great Bend Events Center 
 

March 9— SDS sponsoring D.A.R.E. program 
 

March 13— SDS 8:30 a.m. radio show on 1590 KVGB 
 

March 16— Eagle Radio Home & Garden Show—Great Bend Events Center 
 

March 16— St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Rush Center 
 

March 22— Sunflower EEC Developmental Screening in Sterling for children age 0-3 
 

March 23— SDS volunteer night at Larned State Theatre 
 

April 9— Developmental Fair—Call the Early Education Center for details—620-792-4087 
 

April 10— SDS 8:30 a.m. radio show on 1590 KVGB 
 

April 24— Krispy Kreme Donut Fundraiser 
 

April 27— Ellinwood Garage Sale  
 

May 15— Sunflower Car Wash at Jack Kilby Square 

Claire enjoys a meal, thanks to her family and Sunflower. 

 



Sunflower Diversified Services “Invest In Kids” Club needs your 
help.  ‘Grant the Giraffe’ knows the “Invest In Kids” Club ensures 

the future of infants and children with developmental delays.  
You may donate annually, quarterly or monthly,  

whatever works best.  All proceeds go to Sunflower Early  
Education Center and Incredible Years Preschool.   
The children and their families will be grateful. 


