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Incredible Years Preschool Graduation 
 
It was not only a graduation; it was a reunion of sorts. 
 
Incredible Years Preschool students hadn’t seen one  
another since spring break but the graduates attended  
a ceremony to showcase their successes. 
 
The drive-thru event for the 10 graduates was very  
special in its own way.  We knew we couldn’t have our 
normal ceremony because of the pandemic.  But we 
wanted to honor the occasion for the children and their 
families. 
 
The graduates and their families drove single-file around 
the building and greeted teachers who offered their  
congratulations.  There were decorations, photos,  
balloons and bubbles; each child received a diploma, 
DVD, cap, medal and other mementos. 
 
Grandparents attended too, some bearing gifts and  
flowers. 
 
“Parents thanked us and told us how excited the children were about this event,” said Shari  
Schneider, preschool director.  “It was fun to see everyone and we hope we made this a special  
day for all the graduates and their families. 

A Note from the Executive Director / CEO 
 
Dear Partners of Sunflower Diversified Services, 
 
A few months ago, when the COVID-19 pandemic started heating up we sent out a postcard to 
see if anyone would be comfortable with receiving our quarterly newsletter through email.  This 
was an attempt to save some resources (paper costs, envelopes, printing costs and postage).  
And now, you might be wondering, “Why am I receiving this newsletter in the mail?”.  We had 
very few of our partners indicate an interest in receiving this publication via email.  You are 
MUCH too important to ignore the more popular choice of delivery—on paper and in your mail 
box.  Therefore, we will continue providing this newsletter through the mail and if anyone     
prefers email, they can simply email us at info@sunflowerdiv.com to let us know to start    
sending the publication electronically.  As always, our newsletters are available on our website 
at www.sunflowerdiv.com on the Community page!  Thank you for all your support.  We are 
blessed to have you as a partner of Sunflower Diversified Services. 
 
Jon Prescott, CEO 

Kamri is one of 10 Incredible Years students to  
enjoy graduation. 

WE ARE OPEN! 
 

The UPS Store 
Westside Market 

Beautiful Minds Art Studio 
5523 10th St. ~ Great Bend, KS 

620-796-5324             620-796-5326 



Featured Employees 
 
Since it was impossible to choose just one Featured Employee of the Quarter in recent months, we 
want to honor the entire Sunflower team for its absolutely amazing response to the global pandemic. 
 
“Our COVID-19 journey has been a blessing to watch in action every day,” said Jon Prescott, our 
executive director. “You really don’t know who will step up during a crisis and become a rock star for 
our agency and the people we serve. Then you see everyone stepping up. 
 
“From the onset of this public-health crisis, staff members from every department have pitched in to 
get the job done – even when it wasn’t their normal job.” 
 
Starting in March and continuing through May, we modified our service model five times to help    
clients stay safe and continue to receive all the services they needed. 
 
Some clients wanted to continue working and earning wages; our staff accommodated whenever 
possible. 
 
To cite a few examples: staff delivered books that had to be disassembled for recycling to people ’s 
homes; purchased two small machines so clients could shred documents at home; and offered    
single-person settings for sorting recyclables. 
 
In addition, “staff members provided many opportunities for clients to get out and about,” Jon     
commented. “They went on mail routes to the various Sunflower locations, while observing social 
distancing. And since clients couldn’t enjoy public places, staff took them on rides in and around 
Great Bend. 
 
“I simply cannot express how proud I am of this team. Everyone stepped up and helped in any way 
they could.” 
 
Please consider several more examples of this remarkable teamwork: 
 
 

 Teachers at Incredible Years Preschool helped us keep up with manufacturing and assembly 
commitments. 

 

 Preschool teachers drove recycling trucks to maintain our business routes. 
 

 Day service managers provided even more one-on-one support to clients with severe disabilities. 
 

 Direct support professionals provided additional services because clients were required to stay 
at home. 

 

 Some in Day Services staff worked sleep-over shifts. 
 

  Many direct-support professionals worked long hours without complaint to ensure clients        
received the best care and support. 

 

 General Public Transportation drivers stepped in to run our paper-shredding operation so that we 
could meet demands. 

 
 “Our employees volunteered to take on extra responsibilities, which makes this situation even 
more gratifying,” Jon said. “This is the best team anyone could ask for.” 



Shari Schneider, left, 
Incredible Years    

Preschool teacher, and 
Kathy Taylor, front 

office manager at the 
manufacturing plant, 
wrap hoses for our 
contract with Flame 

Engineering. 

General Public Transportation drivers help keep the paper shredding 
operation on track.  From left to right in the foreground are: William 

Turner and Lewis Smith.  Terry Byerly is in the background. 

Allison Schwartz, left, 
and Alli Adams,      
Incredible Years     

Preschool teachers, 
help our recycling  

operation by driving    
a truck. Penny Rhodes, life skills facilitator at our K-96 

location, supports Vivian Bryant, who receives our 
residential and day services. 



Personal Accomplishments—Sarah 
 
When you see how Sarah McDonald lives her life at home 
and at work, the teamwork shared by the people         
Sunflower serves and our staff is obvious. 
 
Sarah, 46, lives in a one-bedroom apartment by herself, 
with the support of 24-hour staff. She keeps her home 
clean and tidy. 
 
When Sarah goes out  
on the town she enjoys 
getting her hair and nails 
done at the salon. She 
also looks forward to  
eating out and  
shopping. This type of 
community involvement  
is extremely important  
to Sarah and her peers. 
 
When she isn’t busy 
around the house and 
tending to her errands, 
Sarah works in our  
manufacturing plant.  
Earning her own 
paycheck is personally 
rewarding. 
 
Sarah began collaborating with Day Services in July of 
1996 and started using Residential Services in March of 
2011. 
 
She loves to joke around and will always brighten your 
day with her endless smile. 
 
Personal Accomplishments—Wyatt 
 
When Wyatt began receiving services from our Early    
Education Center (EEC) last December at age 18 months, 
he would babble a lot throughout the day and could say a 
total of five words, such as “mama,” “dada,” and “night, 
night.” He typically pointed toward what he wanted or 
would try getting things on his own.  
 
When we knew we had to conduct virtual home visits due 
to COVID-19, Wyatt’s family was reluctant at first; they 
weren't sure how well Wyatt would engage during visits 
using a computer screen. However, they were willing to 
give it a try and Wyatt has thrived. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

His family is doing a great job by keeping the visits        
engaging and fun, which helps keep Wyatt interested as 
he continually learns new words.  
 
Wyatt is now using a variety of single words independent-
ly and imitating others to get his wants and needs 
met. Though sometimes it may be difficult to understand 
what he is saying, Wyatt continues to add new words to 
his vocabulary every week. 
 
“Tiny-k services have given us the tools and resources to 
help Wyatt develop in many ways,” said his mom, Taylor. 
“His communication has improved immensely over the 
last six months. They also gave us helpful tips for his 
physical development. We are grateful to have this      
program available to us and excited to watch Wyatt grow 
from it.” 
 
Jessica Kraisinger, early childhood special education 
teacher, is Wyatt’s service provider. Her knowledge, along 
with the support of Sunflower’s tiny-k team and the       
family’s participation, have combined to help Wyatt        
increase his vocabulary and grow in many other ways. 
 
This kind of teamwork is testament to what can happen 
when EEC and families join forces. 
 
Personal Accomplishments—Debra 
 
Debra Mueller wanted to keep working and earning her 
paycheck during the pandemic and our staff helped her 
make that happen. 
 
A portable paper shredder was moved to her home, which 
kept Debra busy shredding documents for our recycling 
operation. A number of clients demonstrated the same 
initiative that allowed us to keep our operations up and 
running. 
 
Debra, 44, and her peers 
should be commended for 
their efforts. 
 
In her leisure time, Debra 
enjoys puzzle books and 
latch hooking. Another 
favorite pastime is  
bowling; Debra loves to 
show her trophies and 
medals to everyone. 
 
In addition, Debra is a 
great housekeeper at  
her duplex apartment 
where she lives by  
herself. Our staff offers  
24-hour support so that 
Debra can attain her  
highest level of  
independence. 
 
Debra has been receiving Sunflower targeted case     
management, and day and residential services since 
2011. 
 
Her schedule demonstrates that these services are    
meeting her needs at home and work. She is living her 
best life and exudes happiness. Taylor interacts with her son, Wyatt, as he learns new words and  

enhances his communication skills. 

Sarah McDonald fills capsules with  
glue as part of our contract with  

Flame Engineering. 

Debra Mueller pulls her mask down 
for just a moment to show her  

ever-present smile.  She works at our 
plant and recycling operation. 



Cheryl Conard Memorial (cont.) 
William & Sheryl Melton 
Mark & Elaine Meyer 
Lance & Gloria Morgan 
Jaret & Shawna Moyer 
Ed & Carol Oborny 
Marion & Madonna Oborny 
Lea Ann Pakkebier 
Noel & Leane Palmer 
Ann Parker 
Mary Ann Pechanec 
Jared & Erin Petersilile 
Jason Pivonka 
Mike & Lynn Pivonka 
Jon & Jodi Prescott 
RC Council on Aging 
Carolyn Renz 
Meredith Rose 
Rues Law Office 
Ron & Cathy Sandstrom 
Suzanne Sauer 
Michael & Jana Schraeder 
Jay & Cindy Schroter 
Dotti Schuckman 
Betty Schwartzkopf 
Dale Seeman 
Wendy Seltman 
Helen Showalter 
Andy Stairrett 
Brian & Kimberly Stejskal 
Rick & Shari Stock 
Dale & Sandra Tammen 
Jane Tupper 
Kristi Van Horn 
Terry & Julie Wagner 
Chuck & Geralyn Wegener 
Marilyn Wilhelm 
Bruce & Rose Wilson 
Kenneth & Karen Wiltse 
Kevin & Amanda Wiltse 
And countless friends that donated cash     
     amounts that we received without  
     names attached. 

Contributions—April through June 2020 
The following individuals and businesses have contributed to the support of Sunflower’s programs and special projects.   

Dollars received by the Foundation are gifted on a quarterly basis to supplement local, state and federal funding.   
Our supporters and partners are very important to us, and we appreciate the involvement of each and every one.   

If you know of anyone we have missed, or if we need to update our information, please let us know. 

Contributions 
Chris & Vicki Batchman Donor Advised Fund / 
     Golden Belt Community Foundation 
LPL Financial 
Ann Parker 
Sanko Auto Service 
Larry & Jan Westfall 
 
Beautiful Minds Art Studio 
Patty Ballard / Barbara Tournear 
 
Invest In Kids 
Patty Ballard / Barbara Tournear 
Randy Cobb 
Isern & Carpenter Law 
 
Community Cares List 
Erica Keffer 
Mpire Improvements LLC 
 
WINS for KS 
Devaughn James, LLC 
 
Estate Gifting 
Estate of Vera Elliott Finnin 
Donald & Phyllis Whelan Memorial 
     Endowment Fund / Golden Belt 
     Community Foundation 
 
Sherrill Arnold Memorial 
Billy & Sarah Krom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cheryl Conard Memorial 
(restricted to the Beautiful Minds Art Studio) 

Marlene Albers 
Kristi Aldrich 
Gloria Anders 
Carol & Lawrence Bartlett 
Bryan & Treva Bergquist 
Dean Bortz 
Dale & Nancy Brady 
Joyce Conard 
Sage & Kori Davis 
Lynnette Doornbos 
Lawrence Erbes 
John & Deanne Ficken 
Kelly & Kimberly Fink 
Glenn & Derinda Folkerts 
Thomas & Carol Garbacik 
Kenneth & Barbara Goetz 
Jack & Deborah Gore 
Deborah Grabbe 
Robin Graver  
Henry & Betty Haberman 
Brady Harbin 
Vicki Herrman 
William & Lucy Herrman 
James Holopirek 
Rob & Rachel Holopirek 
Roland & Marie Holopirek 
Lana Houston 
Tom & Carolyn Humburg 
James & Carole Jecha 
Morris & Judith Johnson 
Kansas Farm Management Assn. N.W. 
Leon & Wanda Karst 
Richard & Rhonda Karst 
David Kay 
Edward & Sherry Kershner 
Anita Lyn Kochenower 
Carl & Velma Legleiter 
Allen & Margaret Leiker 
Richard & Pamela Leiker 
Alan & Karen Maier 
Aaron Maresch 
Edward & Jane Maresch 

Did You Know? 
 

Christina Jimenez, our transportation manager, offered some Catch-A-Ride facts and figures that will impress you. 
 

 Last year, 49,203 rides were provided; vehicles traveled 336,648 miles. 

 During the average month, more than 4,000 rides are offered. 

 Drivers transport riders to medical appointments, work, shopping venues and other destinations. 

 Rides are $2 or $4 for a round-trip. 

 An all-day pass for several trips in one day is $10. 

 We waived our fees in April, May and June because of the pandemic. 

 Our General Public Transportation vehicles cover Barton, Pawnee, Rice, Rush and Stafford counties, which is our entire 
service area. 

 Hours are 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through Friday, and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 



Sunflower Diversified Services “Invest In Kids” Club needs your 
help.  ‘Grant the Giraffe’ knows the “Invest In Kids” Club ensures 

the future of infants and children with developmental delays.  
You may donate annually, quarterly or monthly,  

whatever works best.  All proceeds go to Sunflower Early  
Education Center and Incredible Years Preschool.   
The children and their families will be grateful. 



Registration starts at 9:00 am @ Sterling Lake Park, East Van Buren Street 

Kickstands up at 10:30 am  /  All Vehicles in by 2:00pm 

 

1st Stop:  The Histor ic Wolf Hotel—Main & Santa Fe, Ellinwood  

2nd Stop:  Stafford City Pool—400 W. Broadway, Stafford 

3rd Stop:  Squeaks—414 Broadway, St. John 

Final Stop:  Veterans Memorial Park @ “Party In The Park”—19th & McKinley, Great Bend 

   

For More Information Call:  (620) 792-1325  
 

Register by July 15TH to receive a free T-shirt!!    

$15 - Rider or Driver / $20 - Day of event 

 $10 - Passenger / $10 - Extra Poker Hand 

Saturday, Aug. 8th 

 
 

 
  

Poker Run 

Sunflower Diversified Services 




